TU's 2010 Stream Clean-Up Days: April 17 & June 26

Join TU volunteers in our second annual stream clean-up days on Saturday, April 17 and Saturday, June 26, 2010. Volunteers around the country will join together on their local rivers and streams, planting trees, removing trash and working together to continue their dedication to protecting and conserving coldwater fisheries. Prizes will be given to chapters that bring out the most volunteers and gathers the most trash. 

1) Select a location:
~ Choose a location that needs help. If there’s a section of a river or stream that is heavily traveled, select that as a place to hold your clean-up activity.

~ Consider a location that has parking available and can serve as a good meeting place. 

~ When picking a location, remember “Safety first.” Scope out the service area and identify safe, convenient access points for volunteers, as well as places where bags of trash and debris can easily be transported. 

-If your area is still experiencing high water, and you are unable to wade and hike the stream, consider clearing trash along access roads, trailheads and general access points, or recreational areas that are within the watershed. 

2) Get the word out: 
~ Volunteers won’t show up if they don’t know about the event. Begin placing information in your newsletter and on your website now. Reinforce the message on a regular basis. Don’t forget, TU attracts volunteers who aren’t presently members, but might like to become members once they participate. This is a great way to involve local schools, churches and other groups in the clean up. 

~ Approach local TV, radio and newspaper sources. They are always looking for local community news and will be happy to help spread the word. Some outlets do community service announcements that will be repeated a number of times. Take advantage of this source. Notify them a month in advance so they can list it in the community listings and have the opportunity to report on it as a news story.
~ Advertise the event by placing simple printed fliers in local fly shops, sporting goods stores, school campuses and other likely locations. Contact your local middle and high school science teachers. Go to: [http://www.tu.org/member-services/welcome-to-my-tu/tackle-box/style-guide] to get TU’s 50th anniversary logo if you plan to produce fliers. 

~ Don’t forget all of the other volunteer groups in your area. Besides other conservation/environmental groups, make contact with organizations such as Lions Club, Kiwanis, Grange and Rotary. Remember the youth groups too, such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H, sports teams, etc. 

~ Send a press release to local media letting the community know that the cleanup is happening and that volunteers are needed to participate. TU national will have a template press release available after March 1 that you can download to help publicize your event. Just fill in the information and circulate it to local media outlets. 

3) Material and service needs for clean-up activities: 
~ The best source for gloves, trash bags and trash pickup is your state’s environmental protection agency, usually within their Solid Waste Department. Most states have a program already in place to help you out with your clean-up day. They are set up to provide the materials needed, and will schedule a service to pickup the trash collected.  
4) Be good to your volunteers:
~ Don’t over-schedule the cleanup period. Limit the cleanup time to 3 – 4 hours, and plan to be finished close to noon. 

~ Have a cookout, pizzas, or some other type of lunch provided, and plan to have it available to eat immediately upon completion of the cleanup. 

5) Win a prize: 
~ Report back to TU national on the day’s success and make your chapter/ council eligible for one of severalprizes that can be used for fundraisers. Prizes will be awarded for the following categories: 

- Most volunteers 

o-Most trash collected
The prize for the most volunteers will be given to the chapter that brings out the most members to a stream clean-up. The prize will be a license to host the 2010 Fly Fishing Film Festival (a $1,000 value.)

~ Take photos of the cleanup, before, during and after the cleanup. In order to qualify for the prizes, send photos and identify your chapter and the stream clean up location by June 30 with the contact information well as a very brief description of your cleanup activity to Erin Mooney at emooney@tu.org. We’ll post your photos and information about the clean-up on TU’s web site.
