TROUT Magazine

Guidelines for Photographers

BACKGROUND

TROUT is the quarterly publication of Trout Unlimited, America’s foremost coldwater fisheries conservation organization. TU boasts more than 135,000 members and some 500 chapters nationwide. TROUT’s mission is to provide engaging, informative conservation information to our members and prospective members. TU does not endorse any one style of angling, although a majority of our members fly fish at least some of the time. TROUT is published on January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1.
PHOTOGRAPHER’S GUIDELINES
TROUT is known for its exceptional, professional photography. Writers are encouraged to supply high-quality images to illustrate your article, or refer us to appropriate sources. We accept photos taken only in the U.S.

· General needs: We are happy to review photos independent of article submissions. We seek images of anglers fly fishing for trout and/or salmon. On occasion we need photos of anglers spin fishing for trout and/or salmon. Men, women and children of all ethnic backgrounds are appropriate subjects, as are physically challenged anglers. We seek scenics of trout/salmon streams and watersheds that include anglers. We occasionally need images of specific aquatic insects and fly patterns. We also seek photos of TU volunteers engaged in hands-on stream research and restoration work.

Special needs include close-ups of native trout and salmon species, including threatened or endangered species and especially native cutthroat trout species. We also seek images of authentic (written documentation necessary) examples of environmental degradation of streams and watersheds, such as the effects of hard-rock mining and acid mine drainage, timber harvest and logging roads, residential and commercial development, livestock grazing impacts, polluted runoff from farms, streambank erosion, hydroelectric dams, and dewatering for municipal water use and/or agricultural irrigation.

Cover and Table of Contents: TROUT readers respond to gorgeous scenery and fish. For the cover and table of contents, we seek scenery-emphasized images in which the angler is not the primary subject and often prefer images in which the angler is not recognizable or identifiable. Trout and salmon close-ups (either underwater or “in hand” as part of a catch-and-release image) are also appropriate.

· TROUT publishes only images that portray responsible fishing practices. If the fish in the photo could not be returned to the water alive, with a reasonable expectation that it would survive, we will not run the picture. The exception is when the photo is explicitly intended to represent “what not to do.”

Images should be submitted as 35mm or large format color transparencies. Color or black-and-white prints may be acceptable if high quality. We accept CDs, light boxes and slides. Low-res FPOs on CD are welcome, but any hi-res images on CD are bound by the file size you send.  

· Labeling: Please label all photos with the name of the stream and its location (city or county and state). Identify all fish or insect species, and include your credit.
· Unsolicited photos: Photographers whose work has not been published in TROUT are welcome to submit samples. We prefer non-returnable samples (tearsheets, color xeroxes or CDs are fine); however, if you wish to submit originals, you must include a SASE so that we can return them to you. All samples will be reviewed by TROUT’s editor and art director. If appropriate, we’ll add you to our quarterly needs-list. We do not purchase or hold photos for “stock” or future use.

Send queries and photo samples to: Samantha Carmichael, Assistant Editor, Trout Unlimited, 1300 North 17th Street, Suite 500, Arlington, VA 22209-2404; (703) 284-9415; scarmichael@tu.org.
