January 9, 2017

Representative Andy Schwartz
P.O. Box 2654
Jackson, WY 83001
Representative Mike Gierau
Box 2975
Jackson, WY 83001
Senator Leland Christensen
220 West Alta
Alta, WY 83414
Senator Don Dockstader
P.O. Box 129
Afton, WY 83110
Representative Marti Halverson
P.O. Box 5009
Etna, WY 83118

RE:

Opposition to the Proposal for the State of Wyoming to Take Ownership of Federal
Lands

Dear Teton County Legislators:
The Jackson Town Council and the Teton County Board of Commissioners strongly oppose the
proposed public lands constitutional amendment for the following reasons:
The constitutional amendment requests residents approve the transfer of management of federally
managed public lands to the state without first asking if they approve such a transfer. It seems to the
Town of Jackson and Teton County that the state should first ask its residents whether they believe that
federally managed public lands should be transferred to the state. Then, if the residents endorse such a
transfer, the state legislature should pursue the proposed constitutional amendment or other
management options. Otherwise, it is asking Wyoming citizens to decide how they might want property
to be managed before they are asked if they want the property transferred.
In addition, if Wyoming residents vote to approve the management of such transferred public lands, as
proposed by the constitutional amendment, this approval may give the state legislature the false
impression that the residents have endorsed the actual transfer of the lands.
With approximately 97% of land in Teton County comprised of federally managed public lands, we
strongly believe that the state should reject any efforts, plans or schemes to transfer federally managed

public lands to the state whether for ownership or management, and we oppose the proposed
constitutional amendment.
Our rejection and opposition are founded on the following assertions:
 Managing our public lands so that they can be enjoyed by current and future generations is of
critical importance to our community, our state and our nation and is a greater responsibility
than one individual state can bear. The state may not be able to afford the proper management
of these public lands.
 The state does not have the administrative capacity or experience to manage this large amount
of land.
 These public lands in Teton County provide public recreational opportunities for residents and
visitors for multiple purposes and there may be a loss of public access even with the
constitutional amendment which gives access control to the state legislature.
 These federally managed public lands provide essential habitat for some of America’s greatest
wildlife populations and there will be loss of environmental protections since the state does not
have an environmental review process similar to NEPA nor is it likely to adopt one.
 The constitutional amendment does not prohibit the sale of federal lands acquired by the state,
and the provision to allow value for value land exchanges does not account for the impact of
such exchanges on communities, hunting and fishing and other recreational opportunities.
 Without a state definition of multiple use or sustained yield in the proposed amendment, it is
difficult to tell whether transferred lands will have the same multiple use opportunities or
sustain yield requirements as they have under federal control.
On behalf of all of the citizens of the Town of Jackson and Teton County, we urge you to oppose this
legislation. Attached to this letter are the resolutions adopted by the Town Council and County
Commission in 2015 regarding our opposition. If you have questions regarding this letter, please do not
hesitate to contact Bob McLaurin, Town Manager at (307) 733‐3932 or Alyssa Watkins, County
Commissioner’s Administrator at (307) 733‐8094.
Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Pete Muldoon
Mayor

Mark Newcomb
Commissioner Chairman

cc:

Jerimiah Rieman, Natural Resource Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office
Wyoming Congressional Delegation
Senator Eli D. Bebout, Select Federal Resource Management Committee
Representative Norine Kasperik, Select Federal Resource Management Committee
Senator Gerald E. Geis, Select Federal Resource Mangement Committee
Jackson Town Council
Teton County Board of County Commissioners

