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	New York Newsletter 2022
  
Hello 2022! Trout Unlimited’ s conservation work has continued around the state despite the delays and challenges brought about by the COVID pandemic. We have many highlights from a productive 2021, and some exciting things on the horizon for the coming year.
  
Tracy Brown, the restoration manager for New York and Connecticut, leads the TU conservation team in New York. The team includes: Jo-Anne Humphreys, TU’s stream restoration specialist; Jacob Fetterman, the Project Coordinator for the Battenkill Home Rivers Initiative; and Caroline Shepler, the New York Field Technician based in Stamford. Engagement coordinator Jesse Vadala joined the group in February. 
  
TU has an opening for a summer field team member. If you know someone interested, please pass along this job listing.
  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Special thanks to the New York Council Conservation Committee, which has played a key role in statewide conservation initiatives. The committee consists of: Tom Carroll, chair (Home-Waters); John Braico (Adirondack); Reuben Zaramian (NYC); Roy Lamberton (Clearwater); Keith Tidball (Finger Lakes); David Agness (Seth Green); Cal Curtis (Seth Green); Dave Plummer (Dave Brandt); and Joseph Anscher (Reg 4). Larry Charette is TU’s New York Council chair. He can be reached at lawrence.charette@gmail.com.
  
TU has created a Facebook and Instagram to show off the fine work being carried out across the region. Please feel free to send content ideas or stories to Jesse Vadala via direct message or email.
  
For more information on TU’s conservation efforts in New York, please contact Tracy Brown at tracy.brown@tu.org or Tom Carroll at thom.carroll@verizon.net.
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	RECONNECTION
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	Reconnecting habitat through culvert replacements and dam removals continues to be one of TU’s conservation strategies around the country and in New York. Eliminating those barriers to aquatic organism passage not only expands habitat available to fish and other stream-dwellers, but it can also make streams more resilient to impacts from flooding, which is important to communities.
  
Working in partnership with the Hudson River Estuary Program, TU has been partnering with towns in the Hudson Valley to help them develop practical, affordable approaches to reducing stream habitat fragmentation while simultaneously enhancing flood resilience and protecting and improving infrastructure. Together with our partners New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Region 4, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene County and the Housatonic Valley Association, we have completed road stream crossing management plans for several towns in the valley. Our work with the town of Nassau will be completed this spring. Rensselaer County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Home-Waters chapter are new partners in this work. With new funding from HREP the team is set to complete similar work for the town of Stephentown, bringing our total assessed and prioritized crossings up to over 2,000. 
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		This culvert in Taconic State Park (Copake, NY) will be replaced with an open bottom structure, allowing trout to access over 2 miles of high-quality habitat (TU 2021). Funding for this project has been provided by US Fish and Wildlife Service Fish Passage Program and NYS Water Quality Improvement Program.











Once we have identified priority crossings, TU and the towns work together to secure funding for the replacement work. NYS Department of Conservation (NYS DEC) Water Quality Improvement Program (WQIP) has been secured for the top priority culvert replacement project in the town of Chatham and new funding will support culvert replacement work in the town of Copake and in the Town of Ghent. These projects together will reconnect 8 miles of coldwater streams.
  
WQIP grants were also secured for more culvert replacement work in the Delaware River watershed, where four more culvert replacement projects are underway on tributaries to the West and East Branch Delaware River and the Beaverkill as part of our Community Infrastructure Improvement Project. Wylie Brook in the Upper Susquehanna continues to be a focus for TU and our partners at US Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Wildlife and New York State DEC Region 7. One by one the team is removing barriers and reconnecting high-quality habitat so trout can thrive.
  
As the conservation team grows, we have been able to expand our reach. In the Adirondacks, TU received a grant from the Beaver River Advisory Council that allowed us to hire a field team to survey 300 culverts in the watershed. 
  
In an effort led by New York State DEC senior ecologist Steve Swenson, TU also helped to survey more than 1,000 culverts in the Schoharie watershed. Two priorities on the West Kill are set for replacement in early summer.
  
Next up is the development of a Neversink Management Plan recently funded through the Delaware River Conservation Act in partnership with Sullivan County Planning Department, the town of Fallsburg and Friends of the Upper Delaware River (FUDR). TU and FUDR will deploy a summer field team to complete culvert surveys in the Neversink watershed.
  
Please reach out to Tracy Brown at tracy.brown@tu.org for additional information about TU’s reconnection efforts in New York.
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	RESTORATION
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		Little Beaver Kill Project drone fly over after construction. (K. Coyne 2021)











Restoration remains another important component to our work in New York. 
  
In the Delaware River watershed, working in partnership with US Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Wildlife team, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and Friends of the Upper Delaware River, TU is completing projects, including one on the Little Beaver Kill, that are designed to improve trout habitat. 
  
Elsewhere in New York, the Big Creek Restoration Project is underway in the village of Waterville as part of the funding TU received through the Mohawk River Watershed Program. DEC Habitat Partner Funding helped support TU projects across the state including our continued work on the Battenkill.
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	BATTENKILL HOME RIVERS INITIATIVE
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	In the second year of the Battenkill Home Rivers Initiative (HRI), an additional 0.6 miles of stream were restored, nearly 500 pounds of litter were cleaned up from public access areas, 470 trees were planted, and 100 volunteers were engaged in our mission to improve habitat for native and wild trout. A number of 2022 projects are in the planning phase, and we anticipate restoring 1.7 miles of coldwater habitat along the main stem and tributaries this year. All completed and planned project sites (and other points of interest) may be viewed online through an interactive Google Earth map.
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		Jacob Fetterman completed snorkel surveys of Camden Creek, in 2021. Even with a wet suit, 56-degree waters are bone-chilling, but Jacob was rewarded by spotting many brook trout utilizing the newly restored habitat!











The sustainability of the HRI is due in large part to the wonderful partners TU has throughout the watershed. Orvis was generous enough to donate their 2021 Giving Tuesday proceeds to the HRI. Orvis’s $50,000 donation celebrates the legacy of Leigh H. Perkins, who built the company into an iconic fishing and lifestyle brand after buying the company in 1965.
  
Local chapters and the state council have continued to support the HRI through fundraising and monitoring efforts. TU Home Rivers Open is one way the HRI team is raising money for our work. Temperature monitoring in New York is still carried out largely by dedicated chapter members. Those data is now being supplemented by two EnviroDIY Monitoring Stations. The newest addition is located in the upper watershed in Vermont. 
  
Trash clean-ups, riparian plantings, invasive species treatments, redd surveys, and other events are planned for 2022. You can follow program highlights on the Battenkill HRI on Facebook and Instagram. 
  
If you are interested in volunteering, or learning more, please contact Jacob Fetterman.
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	COMMUNITY
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	New York Women’s Program Spotlight: Lindsay Agness
  
Beyond her current roles as a director for Rochester Regional Health and Vice President of New York State Council of Trout Unlimited, Lindsay Agness represents the incredible spirit, patience, and generosity of a leader within the angling community. 
  
We are proud of Lindsay’s accomplishments, as well as her willingness to share opportunities and empower the many women she has mentored along the way. 
  
Always positive and encouraging, Lindsay became a mentor and role model to many, including Adeena Brown. Years later, Adeena now serves as a TU Council Leader. 
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		Lindsay Agness











"I never believed that one person could have such an influence in my life,” Adeena said. “Lindsay's mentorship has opened doors, created opportunities for growth, and brought me a wide circle of like-minded friends. I feel so blessed."
  
In 2007, Lindsay started the Trout Unlimited Women’s Fly Fishing classes, a successful program used to introduce women into fly fishing. The all-volunteer seminars are hosted at the Salmon River Hatchery each year sponsored by local TU chapters. This program was so popular that it began to grow into three events annually across the state. Through this program alone, Lindsay has taught more than 300 women how to fly fish. 
  
In 2016, Lindsay received the Trout Unlimited National Volunteer Award for Distinguished Services for Veteran Service at the TU National Annual meeting held in Bozeman, Mont. In April 2022, Lindsay will be inducted into the New York State Outdoorsmen Hall of Fame, for her lifetime devotion to giving back to the outdoor sports and conservation communities in New York. 
  
Please join us in congratulating Lindsay for this incredibly prestigious award and thanking her for her years of fine service and leadership!
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	ADVOCACY
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		The Delaware River is among the East’s most popular trout streams, and a focus of much of TU’s restoration and advocacy efforts.











The Delaware River Basin Restoration Program received a bump in appropriations to $9.7 millionin the FY22 budget. That’s an increase from last year’s $6.5 million and $5 million the year before. 
  
This appropriation supports a matching grant program, which is now funding $3 million worth of TU projects with our partners in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. In addition, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill) provided another $25 million in funding for projects over the next five years.
  
The Delaware River Basin Conservation Fund, the source of the Restoration Program funds, is set to expire in 2023. So, in 2022, TU volunteers will have the opportunity to have their voices heard as they continue to support this important program. TU members and supporters already have sent numerous emails to Congressional offices in support of the Delaware River Basin conservation funding, amplifying the message that staff delivered in D.C. this spring during a round of meetings with coalition partners. Thanks to your help, this four-year-old conservation program is gathering momentum.
  
For more information on TU’s advocacy efforts in New York, and across the East, please reach out to Jennifer Orr-Greene, TU’s Eastern Policy Director, at jen.orrgreene@tu.org.
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	MEET JESSE VADALA
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Jesse Vadala is the full-time engagement coordinator for the Northeast Coldwater Habitat Program covering New York and Connecticut.
 
Originally from Newburgh, N.Y., Jesse currently lives in Albany. Jesse returned to his native state to be closer to family and start one of his own after four years of living in Austin, Texas, and seven years of touring as a musician. He took an apprenticeship at a coffee company and has continued to build a career for himself as a coffee roaster, educator, and independent consultant within the industry. 
 
Beyond this work, Jesse has been a youth mentor and volunteer outdoors advocate for the local communities in Newburgh and in Albany where he now resides. As project coordinator for the Shred Foundation (a nonprofit organization that teaches snowboarding and alternative career paths to underprivileged youth) and Vice President of the Clearwater Trout Unlimited Chapter, Jesse has remained quite busy engaging with the local community on many fronts.
 
His love of fly fishing and the outdoors was completely inspired by his father, Joseph Vadala, a lifelong conservationist, and avid outdoorsman. Jesse’s “A-ha!” moment with fly fishing happened on a sunny June afternoon, along the banks of the Neversink Gorge. Having grown up fishing with ultralight spin fishing gear, Jesse was intimidated by the complexities of fly tying and fishing. But that day on the Neversink, a much older angler with an artfully delicate dry fly presentation on bamboo, spoke not a word but put on a visual clinic in technique. Inspired, Jesse ordered a new fly rod that very evening and gifted his spin gear to his nephew. The seasons that followed have brought immense joy and exciting explorations into the world of trout and the beautiful places they call home.
 
Jesse looks forward to working with TU’s members and supporters in the Empire State. He can be reached at jesse.vadala@tu.org.
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	CHAPTER AND COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
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	TU chapters have also been busy helping to reconnect important streams. 
 
Western New York Chapter, in partnership with NYS DEC Region 9, US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Town of Pike and Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District, secured funding from the Sustain Our Great Lakes Program and the New York State Council of TU to remove the Pike Dam and replace it with an engineered rock riffle that allows for fish passage and maintains stream bed elevations and bank stability. After several years of planning, construction commenced in August 2021, giving trout access to over 30 miles of Wiscoy Creek and tributaries for spawning and thermal refugia. 
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		Pike Dam on Wiscoy Creek before.
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		Pike Dam on Wiscoy Creek after.
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	“For the first time in over a century, wild trout and other fish can now move freely through the entire Wyoming County portion of Wiscoy Creek and its tributaries,” said New York State DEC Region 9 Fisheries Biologist Scott Cornett. “This project should help the trout population to maintain or improve in coming years as more fish can reach spawning areas and thermal refuge, as our streams continue to warm, due to changing climate conditions. 
 
“Anglers will benefit by maintaining Wiscoy Creek as one of the best wild brown trout fisheries in the state and angling at the location of the old dam will benefit as the accessible fishing platform below the engineered rock riffle will retain a quality fishing pool in front of it.”
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Elsewhere in New York, TU chapters, supported by our partnership with the Arbor Day Foundation, planted over 5,000 trees along important coldwater streams in New York. The planting effort by TU is part of our natural climate-based solutions for sequestering carbon. 
  
In the Croton watershed the New York City and Croton chapter continued planting efforts along Amawalk Creek. The Mid-Hudson Chapter organized a planting on Ten Mile River in partnership with Housatonic Valley Association and on the Quassaick Creek with Riverkeeper at the location of a recent dam removal project. The Catskill Mountain chapter helped to support the Ulster County Soil and Water Conservation project in the Esopus watershed, while Home-Waters conducted a tree-planting project along the Hoosic River.
  
The Lake Champlain chapter continued its work on the Boquet River while members of the Canandaigua chapter also continued their restoration efforts on the Cohocton River.
  
The New York Council Conservation Committee was developed to help expand and support TU Chapter conservation efforts across the state. If you are interested in developing a conservation project in your area and need some assistance, please contact Tom Carroll, the New York Council Conservation Committee Chair. 
  
Larry Charette is TU’s New York Council chair. For all New York Council related questions, he can be reached at lawrence.charette@gmail.com. 
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Youth Program Highlights: New York TU Trout Waters Youth Camp
  
Do you know a young person who may be interested in learning how to fly fish? The New York TU Trout Waters Youth Camp is for teenagers 14-17 years old and will be held this year from June 26 through July 1 at the Big Valley Lodge in Sherman, Penn. Fishing excursions will include a day on the Delaware River with one-on-one instruction from local fishing guides.
  
Contact Bob Mead for more information.
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	UPCOMING 2022 EVENTS
Plant A Tree with TU
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	TU is looking to engage entire communities to help with the conservation of their local rivers and streams. From April 22 through May 1, we’ll celebrate Earth Day, Arbor Day, and National Volunteer Week by hosting tree planting and trash clean up events across the country. Why?
  
· It helps TU celebrate spring and connect with a diverse community of volunteers who want to get their hands dirty planting trees and helps us connect and engage with new and existing members and supporters.
· It allows us to collect important tree planting data we’re using as part of a CO2 sequestration project with the U.S. Forest Service. Results of this exciting report will be shared later this season. 
The following tree planting and clean up events have been confirmed in New York. Chapters are actively recruiting volunteers and local partners to make each date a great success. Here is a roundup of what we have in the works:
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		[image: Battenkill 2nd Annual Public Access Cleanup - April 2nd ]
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		Battenkill 2nd Annual Public Access Cleanup - April 2nd. 
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		[image: Battenkill Tree Plantings *AM SESSION*- April 23rd @ 9:30 AM]

			[image: ]

		Battenkill Tree Plantings *AM SESSION*- April 23rd @ 9:30 AM
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		[image: Battenkill Tree Plantings *PM SESSION*- April 23rd @ 1 PM]
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		Battenkill Tree Plantings *PM SESSION*- April 23rd @ 1 PM
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		[image: Esopus Creek - Stream Cleanup Event - April 23rd]
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		Esopus Creek - Stream Cleanup Event - April 23rd
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		[image: Hoosic River Tree Planting - April 23rd]
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		Hoosic River Tree Planting - April 23rd
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		[image: Little Beaver Kill Tree Planting & Social - April 30th]
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		Little Beaver Kill Tree Planting & Social - April 30th
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		[image: Schenevus Creek Planting Event at Tauzel Farms - April 30th ]
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		Schenevus Creek Planting Event at Tauzel Farms - April 30th 
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		[image: Wiscoy Creek Tree Planting - April 30th]
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		Wiscoy Creek Tree Planting - April 30th
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		[image: Amawalk Tree Planting – May 1st]
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		Amawalk Tree Planting – May 1st
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SEND YOUR TEEN TO FLY FISHING CAMP

New York State TU Trout Waters
Youth Camp 2022

For Gils and Boys Ages 1417

5

» Sunday, June 26 thru Friday, July 1, 2022

» Lodging at Big Valley Lodge, Sherman, PA
(near Hall Eddy, NY)

» Lessons on fly ying, casting, fly fishing, entomology,
ecology and conservation

» One-on-one lessons on the water of the Delaware
River system

» All equipment provided

» Fullyinsured by Trout Unlimited

» Cost $650.00. For more information, contact:
» Bob Mead, Co-Chair 607-727-9500

ramead@gmai.com or
» Michael Walchko, Co-Chair 518-234-4192
mwalchko@nycap.cr.com.
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BATTENKILL
PUBLIC ACCESS
CLEANUP DAY

STARTS AT 10 AM

GLOVES, TRASH BAGS, & WATER PROVIDED
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THE BATTENKILL HOME RIVERS INIITIAVE PRESENTS:

BATTENKILL

TREE PLANTING EVENT

AM SESSION

APRIL .
23rp  9:30 AM

RT. 29 SALEM, NY
FOR MORE INFORMATION
EMAIL: JACOB.FETTERMAN@TU.ORG
TU.ORG/EVENTS
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THE BATTENKILL HOME RIVERS INIITIAVE PRESENTS:

BATTENKILL

TREE PLANTING EVENT

PM SESSION

APRIL ..
23rp 100 PM

1187 CR 64 SHUSHAN,NY
FOR MORE INFORMATION
EMAIL: JACOB.FETTERMAN@TU.ORG
TU.ORG/EVENTS
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THE ANNUAL CATSKILL MOUNTAINS TROUT UNLIMITED

TROYT
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@ APRIL 23RD

ALL AGES WELCOME
FAMILIES ENCOURAGED.
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SCHENEVUS CREEK |
TREE PLANTING

SCHENEVUS, Ny
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WISCOY CREEK
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