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Mid-Atlantic and Southern Appalachian Conservation Staff

il Seth Coffman BN RrIunETy
Additionally

Project Managers — 3

Conservation Planner — |

Stream Restoration Specialists — 5

Conservation Crew — 6

Communications — |
Administration - |
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Focal Area analysis findings

* EBT habitats in Southern Appalachians representless than 5% of the total area
occupied by EBT in the Eastern US

* Only 46 habitat patches (< 3%) meet our definition of a stronghold

* Thereare nearly 15,000 unassessed stream crossings in EBT habitat patches across the
region

* Conclusion: EBT habitats in Southern Appalachians are highly fragmented and very
vulnerable to extirpation. TU’s work to assess stream crossings fills a critical
information gap, and our partnership with USFS to remove fish passage barriers
addresses a critical limiting factor to brook trout populations in the Southeast.



Brook Trout Genetics

Collections




Southeast Climate Adaptation Science Center

Predicting thermal sensitivity at all brook trout
streams in the study area (8,600 segments)

Pennsylvania

* Thermal refugia more likely occur:
B — Southern latitudes (higher altitudes)
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Trout Unlimited - USFS Partnership

80% of brook trout
habitat

south of Asheville, NC

is on Forest Service lands




Buck Creek Mainstem — Clay County,NC 8

TU provided: project management,
matching funds

www.tu.org 12
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Buck Creek Headwaters — Barrier Removal

www.tu.org 13
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Little Buck Creek Pond Dam Removal

www.tu.org 14



Revels Prong — Transylvania County, NC
French Broad Watershed SReYT

Reconnected 2.5 miles.



Mill Station Creek —Transylvania County i
French Broad Watershed T
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Funding Amounts- Total $1.4 million

<

m Wildlife Conservation Society $S250K
= NFWF S90K
® Duke Energy S100K
Pigeon River Fund 525K
® USFWS $125K
= USFS $725K
m TU Chapters/Councils $29K
m Tenessee Valley Authority $24K

m State of NC S6K




Priority Area identification and data gathering TROUT
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Southern Appalachian Priority Waters Activities

Tennessee North Carolina

* Strategic wood loading * Alarka Creeek Headwaters — AOP

* Community science data collection in Great * Catheys Creek — AOP, Habitat Enhancement
Smoky Mountains National Park *  Wilson Creek — Sediment Reduction

Georgia South Carolina

* Sediment reduction on Flatlands Road e Howard Creek - AOP

* Coopers Creek — AOP

* Chattooga Headwaters - Planning



Questions
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