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Advocacy

National Leadership Council Climate Change Work Group
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             Mark van Roojen  <mvr1@earthlink.net>

             Brian Wagner  <bewagner482@gmail.com>



1. National policies – Mark 

• Good news – TU wins federal funding for fisheries.

• Defend already appropriated conservation funding.

• Working with the Government Affairs Office (Resource One)

2. Why I care about Climate Change – Jeff

• Using Citizen Climate Lobby Resources (Resource 2) to support our work.

3. State & Local Cooperation – Brian (Resources 3 & 4)

4. Best practices for speaking about Climate Change – Mark (Resource 5 and more).

Agenda
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Climate Change Work Group Mission

• To empower TU members to become effective champions for 

TU climate change policy and initiatives, in their communities, 

regionally and nationally, through science-based education, 

communication, and advocacy.

TU Board member Candice Price & 

erstwhile gov’t affairs staffer Rob 

Catalanotto

• The “modules” and these trainings are 

provided as resources – not as 

instructions that must be followed or a 

to-do list for climate change 

coordinators.
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Climate Change Advocacy

Goal - Support TU’s Climate Policy Priorities

   • Reduce greenhouse gas footprint to reduce future warming.

   • Conserve land, forests & water for habitat & carbon storage.

   • Blunt the effects of a hotter, drier, more turbulent climate through

      science-based adaptation projects.

Advocacy Activities – 

• Work with TU staff and volunteers to address greenhouse gas emissions 

and the impacts of climate change at the regional, state and national levels.

• Press local, state, and federal decision-makers for action on fisheries 

adaptation, land and water conservation and emissions reductions.

• Educate our chapters and communities about the threats and solutions.
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This particular session is about Climate Advocacy

• Advocacy can seem daunting.

• You may be worried that talking about climate requires a 

negative or hectoring approach, and/or

• You may feel like we are part of a small group within TU that 

cares about climate change.
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This particular session is about Climate Advocacy

• Advocacy can seem daunting.

• You may be worried that talking about climate requires a negative or 
hectoring approach, and/or

• You may feel like we are part of a small group within TU that cares about this.

• That’s not really true – as some of the resources we’ll be talking 
about today tell us.

• A TU member survey several years back shows that 85% accept that CC is real and around 
¾ think it is a significant problem.

• Hectoring doesn’t work well.



7

Climate Advocacy

• Advocacy is most effective when people 

are somewhat optimistic about what they 

can do.

• So it is important to point to successes and 

opportunities for further success and to the 

important values we can protect by our actions 

(to steal a point from a couple of the resources 

in our modules and a later point in this 

presentation).
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Some Good Climate News

• The 2+ year old Inflation 

Reduction Act is estimated to get 

us a significant part of the way to 

meeting our target of cutting 

greenhouse gas emissions in half by 

2030. 

• TU has been successful at using 

moneys appropriated by that act as 

well as the Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Bill to help native fish.
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Clip from a recent TU video “Gila” at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXxqjlQE37w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXxqjlQE37w
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Module 04: Advocacy - Resource 1 Government Affairs

CCWG Resource Modules 

ARLINGTON, Va.—Longtime congressional staffer Lindsay Slater (on the right) joined 

Trout Unlimited as Vice President for Government Affairs.

https://standup.tu.org/

https://standup.tu.org/


Using Action Alerts

To

Contact Representatives

Suggestion: Create a local email 
network of people who will reliably 
respond to action alerts if nudged.

Resource Folder at:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folder
s/1PSKm2YtO1ZRUs-
zzoETl1yIWOkuCmW3u

See also, Chris Wood’s email of 
2/20/2025 for emailing reps.

or

https://www.tu.org/powering-the-
restoration-economy-and-rural-jobs/

Feel free to use this shortened 
version: https://bit.ly/3QNPiwc

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PSKm2YtO1ZRUs-zzoETl1yIWOkuCmW3u
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PSKm2YtO1ZRUs-zzoETl1yIWOkuCmW3u
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PSKm2YtO1ZRUs-zzoETl1yIWOkuCmW3u
https://www.tu.org/powering-the-restoration-economy-and-rural-jobs/
https://www.tu.org/powering-the-restoration-economy-and-rural-jobs/
https://bit.ly/3QNPiwc
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Why I Am Motivated to Slow Climate Change

Climate intensified weather 

events:

Fires

Floods

Hurricanes

Extreme Temperatures



Trout declines anticipated east and west:  Climate Change and Trout
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77% predicted decline probability of brook trout @ 4C

https://www.usgs.gov/apps/ecosheds/ice-northeast/



TU Science: Wenger et al. 2011 Proc. Nat’l Acad. Sci.

Trout declines anticipated east and west: Climate Change and Trout

50% decline in cutthroat trout habitat by 2080s 
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Work with Citizens’ Climate Lobby - CCL

Citizens’ Climate Lobby is an 

organization that exists to create 

political will for a livable world by 

enabling individuals to exercise 

personal and political power.

Email Congress to Protect IRA Funding

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/get-loud-take-action/protect-climate-ira/

Click to JoinCCL

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/join-citizens-climate-lobby/

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/get-loud-take-action/protect-climate-ira/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/get-loud-take-action/protect-climate-ira/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/join-citizens-climate-lobby/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/join-citizens-climate-lobby/
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Resource 02: Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL): Policy Agenda 

and Training CCL lobbyies to:

Climate Change Advocacy Module 04

Put a price on Carbon via a Fee and Dividend system. https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/carbon-pricingLike TU, CCL is a non-partisan organization.And they have lots of advocacy training materials online.Note that third party perspectives and opinions presented in the resources and examples may not be endorsed  by TU.

Put a price on Carbon via a Fee and 

Dividend system. 
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/carbon-pricing

Like TU, CCL is a non-partisan organization.

And they have lots of advocacy training materials 

online.

Note that third party perspectives and opinions 

presented in the resources and examples may not 

be endorsed  by TU.

https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/ccl-policy-agenda
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/ccl-policy-agenda
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/basics-carbon-fee-dividend/
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/carbon-pricing
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CCL has been lobbying to  Promote Healthy Forests. https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/healthy-forests

CCL has been lobbying to Promote Healthy Forests. 
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/healthy-forests

https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/healthy-forests
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/healthy-forests
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/healthy-forests
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CCL has been lobbying to:

Building Electrification & Energy 

Efficiency.
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/building-electrification

https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/building-electrification
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/building-electrification
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/building-electrification
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CCL has been lobbying to:

Modernize the grid and promote 

permitting reform.
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/clean-energy-permitting-reform

https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/clean-energy-permitting-reform
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/clean-energy-permitting-reform
https://community.citizensclimate.org/topics/clean-energy-permitting-reform
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All 4 CCL Policies Could Shrink GHG by 60%
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Module 04: Advocacy - Resource 4 - State & Local Examples

Climate Change Coordinator can help the council/chapter:

• Identify and focus on the climate change effects in your region.

• Identify resources.

• Climate Change Coordinator Training.

• State and local resources (state agencies, universities, other NGO’s). 

• Bringing the message to your chapter, council and community.

• Start with a Climate discussion at a Board meeting. Host a “climate 
change” themed chapter meeting. It may bring in some new faces to 
your meeting.

• Incorporate climate change into your council/chapter’s strategic plan.

• Joint presentations/new audiences.

• State & Local Legislation.

• Help build the bench by identifying climate change champions within your 
chapter(s).
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Module 04: Advocacy - Resource 4 - State & Local Examples

Some activities might be:
• Support adaptation projects. Highlight benefits for the local 

community.

• Promote angler science programs (e.g. stream temperature 
monitoring, flow monitoring, phenology projects)

• Write a “climate change” blog post for TU publication or a short 
video.

• Participate in Climate Change Focus Group, part of the TU Online 
Communities. This is a community for members to share climate 
change information (current science, relevant articles, etc.) and 
share thoughtful discussion.

• Share and like Trout Unlimited climate change awareness posts, 
including blogs,  on social media.

• Engage in casual conversations to express your concern with 
the effects of climate change.

• Participate in monthly Climate Change Work Group calls (4th 
Thursday of the month).
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CCWG Resource Modules 

Module 04: Advocacy - Resource 5

Best Practices for Communicating Climate Science

American Fisheries Society at https://climate.fisheries.org/

https://climate.fisheries.org/


Advice from another resource (https://www.talkingclimate.ca/):

Katherine Hayhoe suggests:

Leading with hope matters.

Framing bad news within good news can help.

Don’t reinforce feelings of impotence – suggest 

constructive doable actions.

Connect with common values -- Storytelling can 

often do this.

“Ditch the Guilt” – climate change is a systemic 

problem not one a single person is responsible 

to fix through individual virtue.

https://www.talkingclimate.ca/


Example from Hayhoe’s substack at https://www.talkingclimate.ca/ :

https://www.talkingclimate.ca/


Most of our work is helping coldwater species adapt to warming conditions, but we must reduce our carbon footprint.

Circumstances such as acid rain and climate change motivate us to advocate for polices that protect trout and salmon. 

This is what we do!

Please join us!

Mark van Roojen mvr1@earthlink.net

Brian Wagner bewagner482@gmail.com

Jeff Holzem - jeff2002h@yahoo.com

Peter Gray - bccpjgray@yahoo.com

bit.ly/3YVkzPA
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NLC Climate Change Work Group

Coordinataor training https://bit.ly/4glyt6t.

Climate Change Workgroup Web Site

mailto:mvr1@earthlink.net
mailto:bewagner482@gmail.com
mailto:jeff2002h@yahoo.com
mailto:Russ@dftu.org
http://bit.ly/3YVkzPA
https://bit.ly/4glyt6t
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